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University of Pune 
F. Y. B. A. Political Science 

G-1 General Paper 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

                       (80. 20 pattern to be implemented from 2013-2014) 

COURSE RATIONALE 

This paper focuses in detail on the political processes and the actual functioning of 
the political system .It simultaneously studies in detail the political structure both 
Constitutional and Administrative. It emphasizes on local influences that derive 
from social stratification of castes and jatis, from language, religion, ethic and 
economic determinants and critically assesses its impact on the political processes. 
the major contradictions of the Indian Political Process are to be critically analyzed 
along with an assessment of its relative success and failure in a comparative 
perspective with other developing countries and in particular those belonging to the 
South Asian region. 

Term I                                            Period 

Topic 1: Background and the Salient Features of Indian Constitution 

a) Formation of Constituent Assembly 
b) Philosophy of the Preamble for Indian Constitution    12 
c) Major Features: Parliamentary Democracy, Federalism, Independent 

Judiciary –Social Justice and Social Transformation 
 

Topic 2: Fundamental Rights, Duties and the Directive Principles of State 
Policy 

 
a) Nature of Fundamental Rights –Major Fundamental Rights-Right to 

Equality, Right to Liberty, Right to Freedom of  Religion, Cultural and 
Educational Rights         12 

b) Importance of Fundamental Duties 
c) Nature and Significance of Directive Principles of State Policy 
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Topic 3: Federalism 

a) Salient Features of Indian Federalism 
b) Centre –State Relations        12 
c) Issues of Conflict-Water Issue, Border Issue and Sharing of  Resources 

 

Topic 4: Structure of Union Government 
-Legislature-Executive –Judiciary 
 

a) Union   Legislature - Structure-Powers and Role 
b) Union  Executive-President, Prime Minister and his Cabinet-  12 

Role and Functions 
c) Judiciary- Nature of  Judiciary, Supreme Court-Powers and Functions 
 

Term  II  

Topic 5: Structure of State Government 
-Legislature-Executive –Judiciary 

a) State  Legislature - Structure-Powers and Role    12 
b) State Executive-Governor , Chief  Minister and his Cabinet- 

Role and Functions 
c) Judiciary- Nature of  Judiciary, High Court-Powers and Functions 

 

Topic 6: Party System and Elections 

a) Nature and Changing Pattern of Party System 
b) Elections- Election Commission :-Major Features of Electoral System and 

Patterns Of  Voting Behavior       12 
c) Rise and Role of Regional Parties 

 

Topic 7: Role of Caste and Religion in Indian Politics 

a) Caste and Politics of  Identity 
b) Rise of OBCs         12 
c) Religion and Politics of  Communalism 
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Topic 8: Issues of Regionalism and Development  

a) Causes and Patterns of Regionalism 
b) Issues of Development-Uneven Development-Leading to Regional 

Imbalance-Poverty Eradication, Health and Education   12 

Readings: 

Chavan Shankar,Bhartiya Shashan ani Rajkaran,Pratima Prakashan,Pune 

Jagatap Bhanudas,P.Bhartiya Shashan ani Rajkaran. 

Lodhi Kaniz  Fatema Niyaz Ahmed and Prof.Salma A.S, :Government and Politics 
of india ,Prashnt Publication,Jalgaon. 

G.Austin, The Indian Constitution: Corner Stone of a Nation, Oxford,Oxford 
University Press.1966. 

_______, Working a Democratic Constitution: The Indian 
Experience,Delhi,Oxford University Press,2000. 

D.D.Basu,An Introduction to the Constitution of India,New Delhi,Princeton Hall, 
1994. 

Jha Rajesh,Fundamentals of Indian Political System. Dorling Kindersley (India) 
Pvt Ltd,Pearson Education Society Delhi 2012 

P.Brass Politics of Indian Since Independence,2nd edn.,Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press,1994. 

Abbas/Kumar/Alam, Indian Government and Politics,Pearson ,Delhi,2011. 

F.R Frankle, India’s Political Economy 1947-1977: the Gradual Revolution, 
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1978  

A Kohli, Democracy and Discontent: India’s Growing Crisis of Governability, 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

A.G. Noorain (ed.), Constitutional Questions in India: The President, Parliament 
and the States, Delhi,Oxford University Press,2000. 
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T.V. Sathyamurthy, Social Change and Political Discourse in India: Structures of 
Power,Movements of Rersistance,Vol.4.,Oxford University Press,1996. 

Rajendra Vora and Suhas Pulshikar,Indian Democracy:Meaning and Practice ,Sage 
Publication-New Delhi,2004. 

Rajendra Vora and Suhas Pulshikar,Bhartiya Lokshahi:Arth and Vavyhar 
,Diamond Publication 2010. 

Singh Mahendra Prasad and Raj Subhendu Ranjan,The Indian Political System 
(edt) Dorling Kindersley (India) Pvt Ltd,Pearson Education Society Delhi 2012. 

dkjsdj eaftjh vkf.k lqo.kkZ csuds] ^Hkkjrkps ‘kklu vkf.k jktdkj.k*] ihvlZu ,T;qds’ku]    
fnYyh 2014 

tk/ko rqdkjke vkf.k egs’k f’kjiqjdj ^Hkkjrh; jkT;?kVuk o ?kVukRed izfdz;k*] n ;qfud 
vWdWMeh] izFke vko`Rrh tkus-2011 

HkksGs Hkk- y-& ^Hkkjrh; x.kjkT;kps ‘kklu vkf.k jktdkj.k* fiaiGkiqjs vW.M daiuh ifCy’klZ 
ukxiwj] twu 2003 

izk- ch- ch- ikVhy] izk- lkS- mfeZyk pOgk.k] ^Hkkjrh; ‘kklu vkf.k jktdkj.k* QMds izdk’ku] 
dksYgkiwj- 

okbZdj vuar& ^Hkkjrh; ‘kklu vkf.k jktdkj.k* fujkyh izdk’ku] iq.ks 

ckpy fo- ek-] l- ek- xksGoydj&Hkkjrh; x.kjkT; ¼’kklu vkf.k jktdkj.k½] lqfopkj izdk’ku 
eaMG] iq.ks&411030 

Jha Rajesh K., Fundamentals of Indian Political System Pearson, Delhi. 

Hoveyda Abbas, Ranjay Kumar, Mohammed Aftab  

Alam- Indian Government and Politics, Person, Delhi. 

lkBs lR;jatu & Hkkjrh; Lokra™;kph 50 o”ksZ 

[kkanos ,dukFk & egkjk”Vªkps ‘kklu o jktdkj.k] vkjrh izdk’ku] dtZr 
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University of Pune 
F. Y. B. A. Political Science 

G-1 General Paper 

FYBA Optional Paper 

MODERN INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

COURSE RATIONALE 

This is an introductory paper to the concepts, ideas and theories that developed in 
India. It highlights the main sources of the political traditions in ancient India and 
its development in modern times. It focuses on key thinkers from ancient to 
modern times to understand their seminal contribution to the evolution of Political 
theorizing in India. It critically assesses their contribution and explains thinkers to 
political theorizing and the relative autonomy of Indian political thought. It also 
situates Indian political thought vis-à-vis other traditions. 

Term I        Period 

Topic 1: Jyotiba Phule (1827-1890) 

a) Radical liberalism 
b) Critique of Brahmanism and money lenders    12 
c) Views on emancipation of Shudra-Atishudra and Women 
d) Doctrine of Sarvajnik Satyadharma 

 

Topic 2: M.G.Ranade (1842-1901) 

a) Liberalism 
b) Understanding of British Rule in India     12 
c) Views on State and Economy 
d) Views on Social Reforms 
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Topic 3: B.G.Tilak  (1856-1920) 

a) Tilak’s theory of Nationalism  
b) Views on ‘Swarajya’       12 
c) Critique of Social Reformism 
d) Doctrine of ‘Loksangraha’ 

 

Topic 4: M.K.Gandhi (1869-1948) 

a) Theory of Satyagraha-meaning of Non Violence-Ends and Means 
Debate,Forms of  Satyagraha 

b) Critique of Western  Civilization     12 
c) Views on Sarvodya 
d) Views on Communal Harmony 

 

Term  II  

Topic 5: B.R. Ambedkar (1891-1956) 

a) Critique of Caste System and Ways to Annihilate the Caste System 
b) Theory of Social Democracy      12 
c) Views on State Socialism 
d) Doctrine of Dhamma 

 

Topic 6: M.N.Roy (1887-1954) 

a) Understanding of Marxism 
b) Understanding and Critique of Indian National Movement 12 
c) Radical Humanism 

Topic 7: V.D.Savarkar (1883-1966) 

a) Theory of Hindutva 
b) Understanding and Critique of  British Rule in India  12 
c) Views on Eradication of Caste Discrimination 
d) Savarkar’s views on Religion and Science 
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Topic 8: Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) 

a) Theory of Nationalism 
b) Interpretation of Islam       12 
c) Views on Communal Harmony 
d) Pan -Islamism 

Readings: 

Thomas Pantham and Kennein L.Deutsch, Political Thought in Modern India ,New 
Delhi,Sage Publication 

____Modern Indian Political Thought,Delhi,Alied 1984. 

K.S.Padhy Indian Political Thought, Eastern Publication –PHI Learning Private 
Limited New Delhi.2011. 

V.P.Verma Modern Indian Political Thought, Lakshmi Narain Agarwal 
Educational Publishers Agra-3.1996. 

M.P.Singh and Himanshu Roy Indian Political Thought Themes and Thinkers(edt), 
Dorling Kindersley (India) Pvt Ltd,Pearson Education Society Delhi 2011 

R.K.Misra An Introduction to Political Thought (edt) , Dorling Kindersley (India) 
Pvt Ltd,Pearson Education Society Delhi 2012. 

Bhole B.L- Adhunik Bhartiya Rajakiya Vicharvant, Pimpalapure Prakashan Nagapur. 

ikVhy ok- Hkk- ^vk/kqfud jktdh; fopkjoar*] iz’kkar ifCyds’ku] tGxkao 

dqyd.khZ Ogh- th-] dkar lkseoa’kh&^Hkkjrh; fopkjoar*] dSykl ifCyds’ku] vkSjaxkckn- 

HkksGs Hkk- y- ^Hkkjrh; jktdh; fopkjoar* fr:irh izdk’ku] ukjGhckx] vkSjaxkckn- 

f’kans t- jk-] ijGhdj js[kk] ^Hkkjrh; jktdh; fopkjoar*] fr:irh izdk’ku] ukjGhckx] vkSjaxkckn 

egkRek Qqys lexz okM%e;] egkjk”Vª ‘kklu izdk’ku 


